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Organ Donation Faith and Belief Declaration and Digital Donor Cards go live

We are writing to you from NHS Blood and Transplant to let you know that today we are introducing a faith
and belief declaration on the registration form for the NHS Organ Donation Register. You can view it here:

https://www.organdonation.nhs.uk/reqister-to-donate/reqister-your-details/

A person’s faith and belief are not recorded as part of their donor record. Now this new declaration gives all
potential and existing organ and tissue donors the opportunity to simply state whether they would like NHS
staff to speak to their family and anyone else appropriate (such as their faith leader) about how organ
donation can go ahead in line with their faith and beliefs — whatever those are.

The Government asked us to develop the faith and belief declaration after the organ donation consultation in
England highlighted the importance of faith and belief to many potential donors. We wanted to acknowledge
this, and to provide extra reassurance to individuals and to wider faith and belief communities.

As you may know, NHS specialist nurses routinely discuss faith, beliefs and culture with families of those
who have registered their wish to donate on the NHS Organ Donation Register. We hope this new faith and
belief declaration will further reassure families and others who support organ donation, but who may have
specific questions or concerns around how it fits with their faith/beliefs. These concerns might include
whether a family or faith leader will have time to say prayers, how washing and dressing requirements might
be respected or whether swift burial will be possible following organ donation.

Our specialist nurses have access to the NHS Organ Donation Register so they can see if someone has made
the decision to donate their organs and discuss this with the person’s family during end of life care. While
they cannot see what faith and belief someone holds, they can see if someone has responded to the faith
declaration statement positively and asked that specialist NHS staff discuss their faith and beliefs further
with their family and others important to their beliefs.

If you have any problems downloading the attached booklet you can also find it through the link below:

https://cdn.prgloo.com/media/9ecch8fd4d4c4694b7d490c2d09a42f1.pdf

New downloadable donor cards available from today

During the Government’s organ donation consultation in England, some faith groups and individual
observers of faith and beliefs, also requested visible ways for people to show their support for organ
donation in the context of their faith and beliefs. A donor card is not needed for organ donation to go ahead
when someone has registered to donate on the NHS Organ Donation Register, but we know that many
people see the organ donor card as a useful symbol to show their support, or to start conversations with their
families about organ donation.


https://www.organdonation.nhs.uk/register-to-donate/register-your-details/
https://cdn.prgloo.com/media/9eccb8fd4d4c4694b7d490c2d09a42f1.pdf

We have gone live with designs based on discussions with faith and belief groups. The digital donor cards
can be downloaded, shared on social media or printed out and kept in purses or wallets so an individual’s
decision on organ donation can be clearly understood.

You can find them here:

https://www.nhsbt.nhs.uk/how-you-can-help/get-involved/download-digital-materials/faith-and-belief-
donor-cards/

Other faith and belief groups stated their preference for the standard donor card to be available as a
download from their faith-specific page.

We hope you welcome these new additions to the organ donation website and that you find them reassuring.
We will continue to keep engaging with faith and belief-based organisations, faith and pastoral care leaders.

Thank you for your interest and support in organ donation. Together we can save lives.

Please contact marketing.comms@nhsbt.nhs.uk if you have any further queries.

Yours sincerely

Anthony Clarkson Professor John Forsythe
Interim Director of Organ Donation Associate Medical Director, ODT
and Transplantation NHS Blood and Transplant
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